
Love to Write?

TPW 
TECHNICAL AND PROFESSIONAL WRITING

Make it your Career.
Technical and Professional Writers are in high demand in nearly every field.

The Technical and Professional Writing program at San Francisco State University will prepare you for success in 
this fascinating, fast growing and high paying career path. Whether your interest is in the high-tech, business, research, non-profit 
or government sector, the TPW major, minor and certificate programs will bolster your writing and communication 
skills, develop rhetoric tools to convey technical concepts and ideas to users who need to understand them, and train you to 
compose usable and accessible documents for the contemporary, evolving job market.
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Writing, Editing and 
Design Professionals

Comperable High-Paying 
Careers
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Technical Writers are Among the Highest Paid Professionals in the Country



Technical and 
Professional Writing

Major, Minor and Certificate Program Overview

For Information Contact:
Technical & Professional Writing Program
San Francisco State University
HUM 414
1600 Holloway Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94132

TPW Major (B.A)

Total Units for Major : 45

TPW Minor, Certificate

Total Units for Minor / Certificate : 24

TPW 400 GW Fundementals of Technical and Professional Writing 
TPW 550  Professional Editing
TPW 550  Visual Rhetoric and Document Design
TPW 600  * Individual and Team Writing
TPW 200  Writing Practices in Professional Contexts
TPW 470  Writing Professional Promotions
TPW 480  Writing Technical Documentation
TPW 565  Advanced Technical Writing Topics
TPW 685  Projects in the Teaching of Professional Writing
Communications Track
Communication Studies, Foriegn Languages
Journalism, Design, Instructional Techniques
Technical Track
Science & Engineering, Business, Health and
Social Services
Interdiciplinary Track
Existing or independently created program.

TPW 695  Internship in Technical or Professional Writing

Core Courses
12 units

Skills Electives
15 units
Min. 6 TPW Electives, 
9 TPW or approved 
interdiciplinary 
courses.

Skills Electives
12 units

Min. 6 TPW Electives, 
6 TPW or approved 

interdiciplinary 
courses.

Subject Matter 
Focus  
15 Units
in selected track

Internship 3 Units Internship 3 Units

Core Courses
9 units

TPW 
TECHNICAL AND PROFESSIONAL WRITING

*TPW 600 - Individual and Team Writing
Required Core Course for Major
Elective for Minor and Certificate

Email: tpw@sfsu.edu
Phone: (415) 338-7025


